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Perhaps you have a theory about where the elusive Claus family lives. Is it
Drobak. Norway: New York City; a specious location 8 kilometers north
of Rovaniemi, Finland: or the famous Arctic North Pole? All offer intriguing
discussion, but EVENT Magazine found the elusive couple’s enigmatic
winter hinterland sitting on a bluff one mile above the convergence of the
Tennessee River and Lake Guntersville in Grant, Alabama.

One of only a handful of houses in Cardessa Lane Estates. the 2.1-acre
wonderland sits on a bluff facing east, overlooking North Alabama’s most
beautiful waterway. Ten miles from Cathedral Caverns State Park. and
20 minutes outside Guntersville. during a full moon the illumination
coming over the river gorge places the house in a spotlight. Homeowners
Mark and Margo Pedigo personify Santa and Mrs. Claus - they both love
Christmas.



Driving in by the circular drive. a number of Christmas scenes welcome
you, including a Nativity and Santa’s sleigh, all built and hand-painted by
Santa... er. Mark...while snowflakes made from PVC piping pour down
the sides of the house.

“It takes us two full months to complete decorating every year, and we enjoy
every minute of it,” Margo says. “We start around the first of October and
we begin taking it down the first of January. It takes two days to trim the
12-foot Christmas tree in the great room, and over a week for Mark to
complete his collectible villages.”

From your first step through the front door, Mark’s village collection grabs
your attention. Like a bright-eyed child, complete with mouth gaping, one
can suspend reality for a time to take in the countless miniature village




scenarios gracing the built-in shelves on either side of the great
fireplace. Not all of the scenery is from a Christmas collection, like
the 19507s-style drive-in diner complete with period vehicles, a mail
truck, and a fire truck. Because the myriad settings so closely
replicate a perfect slice of Christmas Americana. the overall effect is
that of a glistening, but diminutive, moonlit world where every day
is Christmas. [t takes all the strength you can muster to resist rolling
the little cars along the snow-blown streets and peek inside the miniature
shops so meticulously created by hand. Mark began the collection in
the 1990s, starting with a couple of original snow villages. Today his
collection includes selections from the Coca-Cola Collection, Department
56, and Thomas Kinkaid, to name a few.

Mrs. Claus... er. Margo... explores the surrounding woods to gather
foliage in all its forms to make enormous new wreaths every year for
the hearths over the house’s four fireplaces: create tabletop décor like
the reindeer gracing the great room coffee table; and weave swags and
garlands for the lighting fixtures and bathroom mirrors. Fir and cypress
branches, pinecones. magnolia leaves, and winterberries are abundant.
Margo sometimes spray paints them in metallic gold to make her own
tinsel, and ties oversized red bows on all the cabinets.
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“It takes us two full months to complete decorating
every year, and we enjoy every minute of it.”

The 3-bedroom, 3-Va-bath home has more than 5,000 square feet of
living space, with one of the bedrooms converted into Santa’s... er,
Mark’s workshop. One of the two living rooms, which the Pedigos g |

refer to as the hearth room, is decorated in a whimsical manner with ) ’ 1]
its own fully decorated Christmas tree. It lies off the high-performance

full gourmet kitchen with grille and griddle. convection oven. granite ‘

countertops. and glazed cabinets. Margo enjoys cooking, but the holidays
are a special treat.

You will find fine Italian tile in all the bathrooms and a Jacuzzi and
fireplace in the master suite. Stuffed teddy bears and even a teddy

bear tree sweeten up the guest bedroom. Artwork by Thomas Kinkaid
and Tomasz Rut join the Russell Wright designs throughout.

Alive amidst a profusion of color and blinding holiday grandeur — if
Santa really does live in some place called Joulupukin Kammari,
Lapland, he might do better to check out this wonderland on Cardessa
Lane in Grant. Alabama! H
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