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A straight shooter witlt a quick, dry wit and 170-1I0Ilsellse malineI', it is difficult to 
envisioll BallcorpSolltl, presi(iellt Penny Billings popping water wheelies 011 a j et 
ski. Theil agail/, she ;s just brassy ellough to slu'llive breust cancer by takillg chemo 
011 Frida)" recovering 011 Suturd(l)', ami going back to work 011 Monduy, Ollce (I 
hesitallt North Alabama trulISplallt who left her swallky WasltiT,gto11 D, C. lifestyle 
for what .'ilte teasil/g(v refers to as a fishillg cabill i ll rum/ Alabama.. . all for love . .. 
uml )'OU flOW hOl'e a womoll who sits 01/ multiple hoards ofdirectors for .\'everal 
HUfltsville IUmprojit ol'galliZlltiolts ((fill take.\ (m lIt:the role ill multiple phi/uuthropic 
elldeltl'OI'.... IlliteI' 011'11 wOl'd~ . "/ am a f asf-Ia/king Ytmkee at Ileart yoII kl1ow!" 

I could have SlVom I read thatYOli hati 
reti,.ed j i'oll/ b(lllking .. , I did. 1 was eligible 
for retirement from Wachovia in September 
2007. I felt it was time to get out of tbe 
big corporate banking culture, but tben 
BancorpSouth contacted me. My last day 
at Wachovia was on September 7 and I 
started at BancorpSouth on September 12. 

That must qualify as the shortest 
retirement evel: Well I do have that 
boring banker mentality ... bigh type "A" 
personality ... everyone should bave a 
plan ... stick to the plan. 

It must be fascitulti"g lillie to he ill tlte 
bunking illdus/I}'. It is an interesting time 
to be in the banking industry especially 
for someone who has the "old banker's" 
mentality coming out ofD.C. wbere 1 
worked for Freddie Mac in the 1980s. 

Will(( did .\'(11/ do hefore you got illt" 
hankill~'! I studied psychology in college 
because I wanted to be ajuvenile probation 
officer, but I got a job working as a bank 
teller and the rest is history. 

I/o,,' did YOII IUIUI ill 1I1111fwille? I was 
living in Alexandria, Virginia with a nice 
home overlooking the Potomac when I 
met Jay. He worked in Washington, but 
bad a fishing cabin on Lake Guntersville. 
110\'e him dearly but he isn't too quick on 
the uptake. We dated for three years before 
be finally talked me into moving into his 
family cabin in the wood.c;. 

YOI/ 're teas;IIg lIle! Tlmtfishing cabin is 
a gorgeous GUlIlersville lake/rOllt home! 
Yes, I am teasing. Tbe bouse is great now, 
but it really was just a rustic fishing cabin 
in 1986 when I got here. The first time my 
motber came to visit from Rochester, N.Y.. 
she expected me to be washing clothes on 
a rock down by the river's edge. I warned 
her it was hot during the summer, but she 
could stay inside in the air conditioning. 
She asked, 'You bave air conditioning?' 

You are involved ill everything ­ Tire 
Chamber 0/C011lmerce, U"ited Way. ,. 
Does tilu/ cOllie f/'01ll growing lip i ll allti 
workillg ill a big city? Actually, it is just 
the opposite. It is easy to get involved in 

. Huntsville. You are just a blip on the radar 
in New York City or D.C., but Huntsville is 
a big Iittle city. 

Wlruf are YOllr fm'(}I'ile pitilulllitropic 
imerests? I was on the advisory committee 
for the Huntsville Young Professionals 
(HYP) when they first got started. That 
was fun. I am most passionate about bein= 
on the board for the Red Cross. You may 
not think about Huntsville being a high 
hazard area for emergency services unles5 
you realize a single-family fire is devasLali:'::; 
to that family. The Red Cross does great \ \0,.... 

, 11t/1'1! tOilS" .1'011 abo"t being 0/1 til 
hOllJ'ti vftlle lmelullfl Ctlllcer Sm', 
hi'C(/II.~e .,. Yes, 1 am a breast cancer 
survivor - it's been five years now, ar.': 
Jay, my husband, is also a prostate ear'­
survivor, Their alillual Relay for Life :_-_ 
huge success in Nprth Alabama. 

)0/1 .~l/itl you Im'(' tlil' ~ml/J/"i" .. 
hllUf. lIm/.I'flUI' jct .~l(i. The grander:: 
are turning into water mts right be r -

eyes. Jay and I both love the boa!. u ... 

a visitin' on the jet ski - I throw or, 
and shorts: cruise down the chann 
jet ski: and pull up alongside the 
"i",r m d nark. then I go in and \ . 
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At Therapy Partllers I/r cre(J{e!l their I'el~ '/lcce~.f/l/I Dug 
Days ofSummer annual jill7draiser; sen'ed 011 rhe Board 
jor the AlDS ActiOiI Coalition; and worked on the S(t:ering 
committeefor the Lee Deal and Friends Theatre Endowmellt 
in recognition ofthe loatl actor alld director who passed 
away in 2007. Having come to U1e Arts COllncil (TAC) two 
days ajier retiril1g.!i·om the St. Clair County Penal.lystem 
as a prison coul1selol; he has been adive in 7:4CS Sea!iJre 
for years and began as a volllnteer in the early days of 
Panop{~: lbdav he is involved with a nelv project called the 
(lil'(' a Kick call/paign. Over a boxfull ofdecadent cakes 
Lllld pastries from Peggy Ann BakelY. EVENT discussed 
el'el~ ,tllil/gfhml his /lewest pet project. to his lovefor art 
(/111/ rece/lt retllmfmlll f/ el'lli"e through the Greek Islands. 

\ou ju r returncd fl'Om a IO-day cruise to one of the 
mo t aDdcD! and legcnd!l!'y parts ofthe world, and 
you were OD 1:1 0 busin ess ... What a job! 
We workeu with a tnlVt:1 agent and Rcgent Cruise Lines 
to . ell cabins 011 the cruise. A percentage of salcs raised 
money for HSO. We sLarted in Istanbul ._- what a magnificent 
placc! We stopped in Dubrovnik on the Adriatic coast of 
Croatia, and sailed through the Dardanelles at midnight. 
We stopped in Corfu, Mykonos, Santorini, and Olympia 
where the Olympic Games began. We also saw Ephesus 
and Kusadasi on the Ionian coast before hitting Venice 
for three days - one of my favorite places. 

I sec several interesting pieces of art here in your office. 
Thcse are by Chris Clark, an African American artist from 
Birmingham. He is what some call a dumpster-diver. He 
found a smashed boom box and made this remarkable 
crow using the speakers for eyes and the other parts for 
the body. Chris also has quilts in the Smithsonian and in 
fact, did an exhibit there in 2008. He did this likeness of 
me. What do you think? I especially like the staple in my 
head. The specs are a nice touch too! 

It looks just like you! You are involved with a new non­
proHt created by a student at Randolph. Tell tiS about it. 
His name is Drew McDonald and he is sixteen. Hc 
bcfriended an Ethiopian exchange student and soccer, 
bcing very popular in Ethiopia, this kid was an excellent 
player. Drew started a 50 I (c) (3) nonprofit organization 
that will donate soccer balls to Ethiopian students. lIe 
wrote the business plan and filed all the paperwork for a 
nonprotit organization, only to discover he has to be 
nineteen to run a company. He formed a Board of Directors 
and we have since created the Give a Kick Campaign. 

Your major in college was psychology. Is that how 
you got into prison counseling? 
For 25 years I worked in the Sl. Clair County Correctional 
system as a prison counselor and classification specialist. 
I met with inmates and stl1died their social, psychological 
and educational background; criminal history, etcctera, 
to determine how best to protect them both insidc prison E 

o and for integrating them back into society when they 
u were released. 
(J) 

> Tell me a funny family story. 
<n 
+­ This may not sound very funny at first but it turned out 
C 
::J well. When I was fifteen, my Mom went with me (0 get 
.c my driver's permit. As I was turning into my neighborhood 

c 

+­

(J) ofr Drake Avenue, I accidentally hit the gas instead of the 
> brake and hit a retaining wall. It threw my mother against 
(J) 

the windshield and she was hurt, but she was okay. She 
3 recent passcd on at a very elderly age; but I did not drive 3 
3 again until] was eighteen. • 
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Catherine Hereford is a hometown girl, born and 
raised in Huntsville. She is Development Director for 
the National Children's Advocacy Center; sits on 
the Board of Directors of First Circle, the Young 
Professionals initiative for the Huntsville Symphony 
Orchestra (an organization she started); a graduating 
member of Leadership Huntsville's Connect Class 4; 
and a member of the Board of Directors for the 
Huntsville Young Professionals. Six months ago, 
she took on a new job as mother to her first child, 
Alex. Twice a month, she drives the Soup Kitchen 
van for the Salvation Army. Special events coordinator, 
fundraiser, marketing and public relations management 
- Catherine Hereford loves to be busy and her agenda 
reflects it.

E 
o 

You started the First Circle. Do you playa classicalu 
(]) musical instrument? No, 1just love the arts. 

1 approached Dan Halcomb (HSO president and> 
V) CEO) about planning and executing events to+­
C encourage young professionals to attend and support :::J 
.c the symphony. We have been around about eighteen 
+­
c months and have worked behind the scenes on 
(J) 

> several symphony programs. 
(]) 

3 
3 
3 

You were a graduate of Leadership Huntsville's 
Connect Class 4. Yes, and they are currently on 
Class Eleven. It was a wonderfit! experience. It has 
an all-encompassing curriculum that includes areas 
ofleadership where 1 would not ordinarily have 
received experience. At a young age in my careel; 
1 was interacting with top officials at NASA, and 
involved in local government. It was not onlyfun, 
but really cool work. 

Huntsville Young Professionals has been busy this 
past year with their first Summerfest downtown. 
That and the New Year sParty at Downtown Forty 
Seven. It s all a part ofbringing vitalization to the 
downtown area. HYP has over 4,000 members 
age 21 to mid-40s. 

How has becoming a new Mom changed your life? 
It has made me more effective in my job at the NCAC 
With the abuse we see at the centel; having my own 
child has made me look on this life 1 brought into 
the world. 1 wonder how on earth someone could 
hurt a child, and yet - it motivates me to work 
harder to eliminate child abuse completelyfrom the 
world. It also helps narrow my activities down to 
only those 1 am most passionate about because 
they take me away from home. 

You are married to a native Huntsvillian. 
Yes, 1 was offat school and had come home/or the 
Christmas holidays when 1 met him. His mother Ollrl 

my mother played bridge together but we never weill 
to school together and had never met. 

What do you do in your spare time? We spend (I 

lot oftime at our family home in Tims Ford, a little 
over an hour north ofHuntsville. We do a lot oj" 
boating, playing golf, running ... and 1 love to cook 

Some people would say they COUldn't take the 
heartbreak of working at the NCAC, seeing the 
bad stuff every day. Yes, it s true it can harden 
you ... but on the other hand, from my office, 110o/r 
down on the courtyard where some ofthe kids play 
ball and talk with their counselors. It keeps you 
focused on what is important and we know the work 
we are doing is important and making a difference. 
That positive carries you through the hard times. 

All the work you do must be very fulfilling. Il01lc 
my job! The idea ofbeing a part ofsomething so 
much bigger than you are ... knowing what 1 do here 
at NCAC in our local community also positively 
impacts children in other communities - over 900 
centers nationally and internationally. It sjust a 
small part 1 play. 

44----------------------------------------------------------------------~--


