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Things Gary Pearman W ill Never Forget: The Blessings of the Lord on 
His Business & His Customized 1956 Chevy   

Sometimes you can find out more about a person by what others say about them than by what they say about
themselves. For instance, when Gary Pearman recently heard news reports that one of his local competitors is 
discontinuing one of their flagship models, his first response was not relief at losing a competitor. Instead, it 
was a concern for the family whose business will be deeply affected by it. 
Gary Pearman understands well the challenges businessowners face in the car industry and it would not be 
good stewardship not to appreciate one’s own blessings.
“In 1985, we brought in our family pastor to officially dedicate this building to the Lord,” Gary explained. “In 1985, we brought in our family pastor to officially dedicate this building to the Lord,” Gary explained. 
“As a business through the years, we have been through some very rough times, whether it was downturns in 
the economy that affected car sales, the loss of Mercury from the Lincoln family or just the ability to make 
payroll in the months after my dad purchased the business. 
“Despite it all, we have always come through it, and we believe faithfully, this is really God's business, and we 
are just here to run it for Him. Without Him, we wouldn’t be here so we must be good stewards of what He's 
given us,” he explained. 
Gary has never known anything but Ray Pearman Lincoln since he started out washing cars for the dealership Gary has never known anything but Ray Pearman Lincoln since he started out washing cars for the dealership 
when he was a kid. He had a short stint as a door-to-door salesman of cassette tapes while earning his business 
degree from Auburn University – making enough to earn an official Peddler’s License and pay for school.
On a fun note, Gary’s first car was a 1956 Chevy his dad bought on a trade-in plus $150 in cash. It was rusted 
down both side panels, but Gary decided to fully customize it. A Pearman mechanic painted it Sierra Gold for 
free. He used the old shag carpet from his mother's kitchen and took the shift out of the column and put it on the floor. He added some cool wheels from a free. He used the old shag carpet from his mother's kitchen and took the shift out of the column and put it on the floor. He added some cool wheels from a 
Chevy station wagon someone traded in, replaced the muffler and put some truck springs in the back so it sat up high.
How was it? Was it fast? We asked him.
“Let’s just say it was pretty slick, very special, a lot of fun and yes, it had quite a kick!”
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